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Museum only by a plaster cast, it is hardly reasonable to hold the
Trustees responsible for its present condition.

I am, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

GEORGE HILL.

It has come to such a pass that I am looked at askance if I
enter the  Museum where  the  antiquities  are gathered.
Naturally, as sculpture has been my life work, I take more
than a casual interest in it, and to see the great works mal-
treated must call for protest.   The overcrowding and bad
showmanship of the ethnographical collections has been a
long-standing point of difference between the Museum and
myself;  but one excuse or another has been given for this
state of affairs and nothing is done year after year.   In this
connection, and to prove how little the officials at a Museum
may know about their own subject, I give the incident of a
Sumerian statue I own.   A friend of mine, very interested
in this statue, said that he would like to bring along the head
of the Sumerian department to see it.  Coming to my studio,
this gentleman, immediately on entering the room, with
hardly a glance,  declared the statue  not Sumerian.    On
asking him his reasons for this view, he answered that the
position of the hands and feet was wrong.   This astonished
me, as the hands and feet were exactly in the position of all
Gudeas of that period,   I pointed this out to my expert, and
he then determined evidently to put me in my place and
declared the statue a forgery.  So much for Museum experts.
Should you find some work a masterpiece perhaps of ancient
Art, and let it be known to the Museum, even before they see
it they will declare it to be a fake.  Their lack of enterprise
is only equalled by their snobbishness, and one would imagine
from their attitude that they had created the works.   They
show them off as if they were their private property.

The two beautiful works now in the Boston Museum,
The Chios Head and the other half of the Venus
Throne in Rome (Terme Museum), were both in England
about 1907 and were offered to the British Museum by Mr.